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on the eve of recurrent and deepening crisis in show-
ing his distaste for this convention which for years
had been a deception both to ourselves and to those
nations whose understanding and confidence we
sought.

For Mussolini's benefit Mr. Chamberlain made it
plain that the Head of the British Government was
no longer going to allow the bewitching formulae
of the League to conceal the facts of its impotence.
The League was not an end in itself, it was a means
towards an end. "If the League is temporarily
unable to fulfil its function to achieve that end,
what is the use of repeating parrot-like that we
believe in the League? " These were brave words,
for the parrots were many and powerful and were
by no means confined to the Opposition. Then
again, the Premier refused to be deflected from his
policy because of suspicions he might justifiably
have of Italian good faith. "If in foreign affairs
you are always going to begin with the assumption
that the other party is not going to hold to any-
thing that he promises you will not make much
progress." Mr. Eden's "patience and persistence"
appeared to be fully justified by events. In addition
he denounced as "unfounded" the "very serious
suggestions" that the Italian Government would
for military purposes cling on to the Balearic Islands
after all the volunteers had been withdrawn. He
quoted Mussolini's repeated and most categorical
assurances on this point. In short, he used the
occasion to the best advantage to make up the
ground that had been lost since the July letter.
As for the Far East we would attend the Brussels
Conference with our hands free. It was a mistake
to go into it talking about economic sanctions,
economic pressure and force. "We are here to make
peace not here to extend the conflict." All the same
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